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OUR LAVENDER | FROMTHE EDITOR 


Winter at Home...Wherever You Call Home 


How do you perceive winter? 

Is it the beautiful, bucolic, snow-covered 
wonderland we always remembered when we 
were younger? Or, is it that inconvenient, ugly, 
ice-caked point of frustration you’d rather not 
live in during these months? 

Гуе heard it all. We either love it or hate it. 

Since we’re here, we should celebrate that 
we have options. We either choose to live here, 
because we have jobs, lives, loves, and obliga- 
tions that we happily fulfill year-round in our 
part of the world. Or, we choose to play “snow- 
bird” when the last leaf falls from the trees at 
our home. 

Either way, our winters are not unique. 
All of us who live across the entire northern 
climes face the same dilemma. It's never easy 
either way. It is always up to us to put a stamp 
on our lives wherever we choose to stay or go 
away. 

Im not advocating either lifestyle. This 
California native sometimes waffles between "I 


BY RANDY STERN 


love winter" and ^why did I move here" every 
year. However, I found a home here in Min- 
nesota. After all, things are way too expensive 
back in my birth state. Have you seen the price 
of gasoline and the cost of living out there? Of 
course, you have. 

While I'm on this subject, to those of us who 
have properties in the areas affected by Hur- 
ricane Ian down in Florida — and I know quite a 
few of us who do - my thoughts are with you. 
Like many devastating weather events, I hope 
you can rebuild not only your homes, but your 
lives down there. 

With every Home and Garden issue, we try 
to give you a seasonal update. We also try to 
present ideas for the next season...and the next 
one...and so on. We also love to introduce busi- 
nesses who can help make your home brighter 
for the seasons to come. Especially, when they 
are LGBTQ-owned, operated, and friendly. 

Sometimes we do stories profiling busi- 
nesses and people, and they simply do not, 


well, *come out." The fact that they are in these 
pages and want to work with us without preju- 
dice is part of the battle we deal with every day. 
In this economy, every transaction – monetary 
and otherwise — must be meaningful. That is 
how we get through both good and bad times. 

On top of our Home and Garden features, 
we offer two types of ways to escape from your 
home. One is up towards the North Shore in 
Cook County, Minnesota. I will vouch for its 
charm and beauty year-round. The other is by 
a recreational vehicle. This time, I was put into 
one and was told to try it out. The things I do 
for you, dear readers... 

Lastly, we got snowboarders. LGBTQ snow- 
boarders. A reminder that we can do so many 
things year-round anywhere our hearts desire. 

Whether you're staying here or not, always 


know that home is where the heart is. ll 


| 
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OUR LAVENDER | A WORD IN EDGEWISE 


Bringing Joy, Past and Present, or Requiem for a RAV 


So much information and advice abounds 
these days urging “decluttering” and “keeping 
only what brings you joy.” All bright, cheerful 
advice, but it’s not that simple, not that cut- and- 
dried at all. There are perfectly nice folks who 
can be ruthless about things, who toss clothes 
or cars or even houses without the blink of an 
eye, who would, if invited, come over with a 
backhoe and have your place cleared in a twin- 
kling. Just don’t call me; I’m not that person. 

I keep the worn Steiff donkey my dad 
bought me on a birthday trip to New York in 
April, 1951, a moment in time which happened 
to coincide with the giant parade honoring 
General Douglas MacArthur. Dad, I, and seven 
million others, we learned later, turned out to 
cheer, as the ticker tape fell in drifts rivaling the 
Halloween Blizzard of ‘91. 

My Baby Book (I have no siblings or rela- 
tives, who will want it?) in which my Mom not- 
ed my growing comic book collection: I had 23 
when I was three. 

“The Professor.” I cherish my dad’s print- 
that ubiquitous one of the old gent on a tall 


BY E.B. BOATNER 


ladder surrounded by dusty volumes shelved 
up into the shadows. He peers at the one he 
holds, another is clasped between his knees. I 
also treasure Dad’s Doulton China Professor, 
robed, turned in his chair with one volume 
propped open as he reads, more piled about his 
feet, awaiting his attention. 

Ah, books. They all gave me joy, but had to 
be culled when I, as must have befallen those 
professors, grew too shaky for ladders, robes 
exchanged for fleeces, my living quarters per- 
force reduced. Some three quarters of my ac- 
cumulation no longer stack about me; scant joy 
in their triage. 

I have donated bales of clothing, kitchen- 
ware, sports paraphernalia, but never my Tin- 
Tin serving tray from Den Haag, the Grolsch 
beer glasses from Prik, a favorite Amsterdam 
watering hole, or the silky red shirt acquired 
while researching a long EC Comics history 
piece in MAD’s Manhattan offices. I haven’t 
worn it in 30 years, but it'll stay with me until 
the fat lady sings. 

The list is long, yet many have lost more 


and carry on. Still, we all remember in our own 
fashion. I recently learned my 2001 RAV4 has, 
in medical terms, stage 4 undercarriage rust. 
It came from Alabama, where rock salt and 
General Winter do not ravage. It would have 
toted me for 21 years come December, though 
it must sooner keep its rendezvous with vehicle 
mortality. Over a quarter of my life Гуе been 
its only driver and it’s been a faithful steed. 
Change is a harsh taskmaster. 

But mothers and fathers, friends and profes- 
sors, Steiff donkeys and RAV4s are all subject 
to change, and time consumes us all. I may be 
beyond my ladder-climbing days, yet the watt- 
age within holds bright enough to read, write, 
and comprehend; I am greatly blessed. 

I attended my 50th College reunion in 2013, 
and lo, another decade will soon count coup. 
Depending on the vagaries of air travel, what 
plague is then upon the land, and how many 
classmates of ’63 are still standing, should I be 
among them, ГЇЇ give marching in the Alumni/ 
ae parade the old college try. Е 
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OUR LAVENDER | A DAY INTHE LIFE 


Cathy Strobel-Ayres 


Where did you grow up? 

I grew up on a farm about 50 miles SW of the 
Twin Cities near Henderson, MN. We were miles 
from the nearest town with a party line telephone, 
and I could never call any of my classmates be- 
cause it was a long distance to call. Tm sure many 
readers know nothing of which I speak as this 
was shortly after our parents were forced to walk 
uphill both ways to school and long before cell 
phones. My siblings and I would regularly lament 
our “isolated” existence where we were sure our 
classmates sat at the Henderson soda foundation 
sipping cherry cokes all day long. 


Where do you live? 
I live in south Minneapolis. 


Who do you live with? 

I live with my wife, Andrea, and Jimmy, our 
10-year-old chocolate lab mix, and Gracie, our 
15-year-old cat. Gracie is the boss, Jimmy is her 
sidekick and we are their staff. 

What is your occupation? 

I am retired. For all the work and jobs I have 
had in my lifetime, I consider this one of the best 
career decisions I have ever made. The money 
is not great but the work is easy. Before retiring 
I spent time working at the State Legislature, 
the MN AIDS Project and the University of MN 
School of Medicine. 


When did you come out? 

I was a late bloomer; didn’t come out until my 
early to mid-30s not too long after some lesbian 
friends took me to Rumors, a lesbian and gay bar 
downtown St Paul. My gay roommate used to 
take me to the Saloon where he hung out so I was 
eager in my cluelessness to see where the lesbi- 
ans were. It turns out a large number of women 
softball friends with were also there. In fact, I 
knew more women than my friends did! That’s 
when the light bulb went off and it dawned on me 
that maybe there was a connection between see- 
ing all those women I wished would invite me to 
their off-season gatherings and my sexuality. 


How’d that go? 

It went very well. I come from a very large 
family, so coming out lasted forever. I started with 
the siblings I trusted the most, then to my par- 
ents, and finally all the rest of them as a group at 
a family Super Bowl party. When I decided that I 
needed to tell my parents, I called on an aunt and 
uncle, a former nun and a former priest, who our 
family is very close with. I still chuckle and giggle 
sometimes when I think about how the two ‘clos- 
est to god people’ in our family were the two peo- 
ple who helped make it safe for me to come out 
to my immediate family! My mom worked at the 
Lincoln Deli in Bloomington, a Jewish deli and 
restaurant, where a good share of the wait staff 


ТО LAVENDER DECEMBER 1-14, 2022 


BY LINDA RAINES 


were gay men. After I came out, she told me that 
many of those guys would joke with her about 
her big family and suggest that she adopt them 
for holidays. They figured our family was so large 
that we wouldn’t even notice and they would get 
to spend the holidays with a family. That always 
struck a nerve with her that families could so eas- 
ily disown their gay kids. It helped her support 
me and become an advocate for LGBTQ causes. 


When do you wake up? 

All hours of the night; it starts anytime after I 
fall asleep. They say there are people who actual- 
ly go to bed at night and fall asleep within minutes 
and then sleep through the night. I’m skeptical; 
my wife is one of those people but sometimes I 
wonder if there something wrong with her! I usu- 
ally get up around 6:30 which I find odd consider- 
ing I am, at heart, a late night person who has 
long dreamed of being able to sleep in late when 
I retired. 


Phone alarm or old school alarm? 

Both. I like having the alarm clock but now 
mostly use my cell. I bring my cell to bed with 
me because it is the only way to hear a phone call 
now that we recently gave up our landline — yea, 
‘recently’ — being a boomer and all who was never 
an early adapter of anything new this did just hap- 
pened a few weeks ago! 


Whats the first thing you do in the morning? 
I slog my way to the kitchen for a cup of coffee 
and then grab the newspaper. 


Breakfast? 
Yes, breakfast is good. I have one every morn- 
ing after my coffee. 


Coffee? 
That’s a question? Of course, it’s the kick that 
makes it worth being awake! 


Cream or no? 
No, I want pure unadulterated coffee. On rare 
occasion when ordering out, I will have a mocha. 


How do you spend your commute? 

I don’t commute, yet another benefit of retire- 
ment, but I do spend your commute reading the 
paper and drinking my black coffee sometimes 
stopping long enough to revel in the fact that I am 
not commuting anywhere. 


What do you nerd out for (gaming, music, 
history, etc.)? 

Im a gardening nerd. Гуе transformed large 
portions of our front and back yard and boule- 
vard into a mostly native plant landscape for the 
birds, bees and butterflies. Our yard is a certified 
National Wildlife Habitat by the National Wildlife 
Foundation because of the native plants, bird box- 
es, habitat friendly ground cover, food and water 
we supply to support our pollinators. Working in 


my yard is a wellness activity that gets me out- 
side and reduces my stress. And, I feel like I’m 
doing something worthwhile to mitigate climate 
change. 


What music have you been digging lately? 

Motown is one of my favorites. It’s often my 
go-to music when I need a pick-me-up. Lately I’ve 
been listening to Loretta Lynn and John Prine, 
two of my favorite story teller musicians. Prine 
was a master storyteller whose way with words 
painted a picture like no one else. Loretta is an un- 
likely hero because she didn’t just do love songs. 
She wrote about country life as women experi- 
enced it with songs like “Don’t Come Home From 
Drinkin’ (With Lovin’ On Your Mind)”, “You Ain’t 
Woman Enough", “Fist City”, “The Pill”, etc. some 
of which were controversial at the time. 


Is your workspace tidy or a hot mess? 

I don't have a regular work space (once again, 
retirement rocks!). Generally speaking, though, 
wherever I am doing something the space skews 
towards a hot mess. I live with a very organized 
tidy person and have learned that the cacophony 
of disorganization is a much bigger burden for 
the tidy than the organized tidiness is for people 
like me who just don’t see messes. 


What's been your favorite job? 

Since I left the corporate world years ago, I 
have loved all of my jobs but my most favorite 
job was working for Representative Karen Clark 
at the State Legislature. It gave me a great edu- 
cation and insight into the process of legislating 
and passing laws. It also allowed me be on the 
Steering Committee of It's Time Minnesota, a 
statewide organizing effort to add sexual orienta- 
tion to the state human rights act. We were able 
to pass the most expansive definition of sexual 
orientation in the country which specifically in- 
cluded trans identity. Being at the center of this 
effort is one of my proudest accomplishments. 


Favorite weeknight meal: Go out, take out, 


or cook in? 

We are mostly cook-in people and we both 
have favorite recipes we make for dinner. My fa- 
vorite meal is my wife's baked rigatoni, but she 
also makes a mean roasted asparagus lasagna 
among other great meals she finds in her cook- 
ing magazines. 


On a usual weeknight, you are doing what? 
Depending on the season I am usually sitting 
in our backyard hanging out with my wife after 
she gets home for work, enjoying the gardens 
and the pollinators and catching up with neigh- 
bors. When it's not conducive to be outdoors, I 
am likely reading or getting my butt kicked in 
scrabble by my tidy and very smart wife. 


Photo courtesy of Cathy Strobel-Ayres 


Bedtime? 
Yes, I do believe in sleep and usually head to bed around 10:30 or so. 
Like I reported about getting up in the morning, the dream I once had of 


staying up late and sleeping in hasn’t materialized. 


Favorite weekend activity? 

I like walking around our neighborhood and local woods and nature 
centers. It’s also the time of the week when we tend to gather with friends 
and family. 


What are you most proud of, and why? 

I'm most proud of the work I've done in organizing to add sexual ori- 
entation to the human rights act, organizing to defeat the anti-marriage 
amendment and supporting our community in addressing the HIV epi- 
demic during my time at the MN AIDS Project. I never made a lot of 
money, and my retirement income is a regular reminder of that, but I 
wouldn't trade it for anything. I am also very proud to have found and 
married the love of my life. I love the life we have together. 


Words of wisdom to share: 

The world is absurd. Find the hilarity in it and laugh as much as you 
can. It’s good for you and makes the hard stuff more tolerable. Or, ignore 
me because in general, people don’t ask me this question and there may 
be а reason! ll 
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Green (qnd Gold) Bay 


BY CARLA WALDEMAR 


Attention, Vikings fans: On New Year’s Day 2023, the Purple 
People Eaters plan to demolish the green-and-gold Packers on 
their home turf, Green Bay. (The Packers have other plans.) 


Should you be one of the 81,441 ticket holders that will fill Lambeau Stadium to bursting, well, 
you're probably one of the citizen owners of the Wisconsin team. It’s the only one in NFL history 
to belong to a city rather than a single boss. 

If not, you’re invited to join the hordes of tailgaters heading north for the weekend to the finger 
of Lake Michigan that gives the town its name. You can tour the famed stadium itself—pausing in 
its interactive Hall of Fame to admire those gleaming trophies, check out statistics, and see how 
you measure up to legendary Packers athletes. 

Then proceed on a tell-all tour of the facility, from those VIP boxes to seats in the bleachers 
and a chance to pat (but don’t step on!) the turf. You'll learn the team’s history (13 times world 
champs since 1922), choose a great game or two to replay onscreen, peek at legendary coach 
Vince Lombardi’s office, stop at the Pro Shop for your share of Packers gear, then relax with a bite 
and a brew in 1919 Kitchen & Bar. 

Then on to the Super Bowl? Who knows? Meanwhile, linger in Green Bay to explore the super 
bowls in the city’s cache of singular restaurants, starting with a classic burger (topped by a brat 
if you wish: This is Wisconsin, after all) at Al’s Diner, dishing out home-cooked faves since 1935. 

At the other end of the culinary spectrum rises the Taverne in the Sky, anchoring the top 
floor of glitzy Lodge Kohler, overlooking Lambeau Field. I filled my plate with the kitchen’s ad- 
dictive artichoke-lemon fritters, followed by a grilled Caesar salad sporting polenta croutons and 
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Green Bays iconic culinary gift to the world, The Booyah Shed Below: Paradise North Distillery. 


Photos by Carla Waldemar 


a Parmesan tuile—trying (but not very hard) to leave room from my scallops to follow. Those 
beauties deserve a trophy of their own. 

Close by, here in the Titletown District, we stopped another night at Hinterland for a re- 
fined take on brew-house fare, like the combo of grilled shrimp and pork belly atop cheddar 
grits; bbq duck wings with kimchi and blue cheese dressing; a bowl overflowing with flash- 
fried brussels sprouts petals; and woodfired pizzas to rib eyes for the truly famished. 

Kroll’s West, directly across from the stadium, has sustained its laid-back, supper-club vibe 
since 1936. Cocooned in a curvy vinyl booth, it’s time press the tableside buzzer for service to 
summon that icon of Wisconsin’s eating scene: cheese curds. Can’t leave without the kitchen’s 
famous Butter Burger, either—yes, as dangerously delicious as it sounds, arriving with a pat 
on top of the patty. 

Next, the best Irish food I’ve had outside 
the mother country. It’s found in St. Bren- 
dan’s sunlit dining room, where our tasting 
feast began with an ultra-tender lamb shank 
bathed in Guinness gravy and ended with 
pineapple upside-down cake swathed in Co- 
gnac chantilly. In between, out came pork 
loin medallions mellowed with a whiskey- 
garlic cream sauce and fried chicken under 
a whiskey-pepper glaze—plus plenty of liq- 
uid cheer. 

To give equal time to Green Bay’s Ger- 
man heritage, we lunched at the historic 
Lorelei Inn. Under the gaze of its namesake 
maiden on the mural wall, I enjoyed a gener- 
ous plate of liver and onions along with sweet 
red cabbage, while the tablemates bit into 
their tender schnitzels, Reubens and fish fry 
platters—and, yes, more cheese curds. To 
calm us, we next stopped at Cultivate Taste 
Tea Salon, where certified tea specialist Jen- 
nifer led us through the ceremonial way to 
best savor her oolong offerings. 

First thing in the morning, to assure they 
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Vintage autos draw visitors to The Automobile Gallery & Event Center 
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weren't sold out, we burst into Uncle Mike’s Bake Shoppe to sample Wis- 
consin’s official state pastry, the kringle. It’s layered (and layered and 
layered) with loads of butter, like a croissant, and just as flaky. Mike’s 
best-seller is his sea salt-caramel version, followed by the cranberry-or- 
ange twist. Savory ones, too, like the spinach, cheese and bacon number 
or the loaded potato version. Uncle Mike sells thousands a week but 
runs out daily, so set your alarm. 

And next, give pause (and thanks) for an only-in- Green Bay culinary 
legend called booyah. It’s best, folks swear, at The Booyah Shed—a tiny 
cabin with a perpetual line out the door. Ring the bell (er, pull the rubber 
chicken at the window) to place your order for a cup, bowl, or quart of 
this delicious, long-simmered chicken-and-veggie soup of Belgian origin. 
Chief booyah maker-cum-owner Dan also offers homemade everything, 
from brats to cherry pie. Top that if you can, Scroogy’s! 

And yes, it can. Marjorie, who’s headed that chocolate-candy outfit for 
30 of its hundred-plus years, leads us through the manufacture of some 
of its 600 varieties, all produced in small batches via hands-on workers. 
The plant goes through four tons of chocolate. Per. Day. Which adds up 
to 2% million candy bars a year and countless gems like the best-selling 
chocolate meltaways that miraculously melted away, somehow, before 
they reached my suitcase. 

Lest you think we washed all those goodies down with lake water, 
let me note that Green Bay, pop. 106,000, boasts eight breweries—each 
producing its own rainbow of craft beers. We also visited a pair of winer- 


ies—Captain’s Walk, housed in an historic homestead, where hard cider 
and small plates are on offer, too. Best sellers Captain’s White and Cap- 
tain’s Red anchor the sweeter end of the spectrum, while its Sangiovese 
offers a richer profile. 

LedgeStone Vineyards, with rolling acres of vines surrounding its 
tasting room, employs primarily local grapes to produce its winning 
Frontenac Blanc, Frontenac Noir and a lovely, citrus-forward Albarino. 
The property has launched Gnarly Cedar Brewery as well. 

Paradise North Distillery, opened by recovering accountant Tom 
Feld in 2021, boasts a line of spirits based on largely local ingredients, 
like the spruce tips he forages to flavor his gin. Best-sellers bourbon, 
chocolate vodka and coconut rum reflect Tom’s take on what this market 
savors. His tasting room cocktails wisely spares the esoteric in favor of 
drinks his customers can easily concoct at home. 

Before you jump in your car (or board a quick Delta flight), jump into 
Automotive Gallery, launched in 2016 in a former Cadillac showroom to 
show off 80-plus shiny vintage autos in the revolving display chosen from 
the 175 which owner Red Lewis sports in his collection. It spans over a 
century of auto history, accelerating from a 1912 Maxwell Messenger 
to a 2020 Ford GT. Each boasts a clever storyboard that adds to the fun. 
Visitors can climb into the 1918 Dort Speedster for a photo op, too. 

Started packing yet? Why not? For further motivation, visit www. 
greenbay.com or 888-867-3342. H 
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“Shredded Meet” 


Snowboarding Crew Pink Dollar Po$$y Proves 
That Where There's a Hill, There's a Gay 


BY TERRANCE GRIEP 


If you stand atop a steep, wintry hill and, with 
mittened hands, smoosh into a sphere what 
makes that hill wintry, you'll produce human- 
kind's simplest masterpiece-a snowball. And, 
if 20th Century cartoons are to be believed, if 
you release said ball like a bowler, said ball will 
roll and grow, grow and roll, remaining a snow- 
ball but becoming a bigger version of itself as it 
tingles the hill's spine. 


In this way, that snowball is very much like DUH. 

The DUH in question started within the open-air arena of snowboard- 
ing, that extreme sport where crews of blue-nosed, thrill-thirsty mas- 
ochists strap on ski britches, lock their feet into a wood-and-fiber glass 
platforms of plop, and tell gravity to take a hike. Two years ago, shred- 
centric event producer Snowboy Productions offered a decal that was a 
tiny recreation of the Progress Pride Flag carved into a single syllable 
which told the world at a glance that Snowboy Production's support of 
the queer community was stupid obvious. 

In this way, DUH was smooshed together. 

A cynic might dismiss such a premium as a cloying public relations 
ploy, but such a cynic doesn't understand the culture of snowboarding. 
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A sticker placed on a snowboard is no small thing to such an athlete as 
all snowboarders consider their bases extensions of themselves...prob- 
ably because, while plying their often-acrobatic avocation, snowboard- 
ers’ snowboards are extensions of themselves. This, therefore, assigns 
a snowboarder's stickers a meaning akin to that of an anchor tattoo on a 
sailor's forearm—it's an open declaration of identity, and anyone sport- 
ing the DUH decal was publicly identifying as an ally of the LGBTQ com- 
munity. 

One snowboarding crew that took special note of the DUH sticker 
was Snowboy Productions stalwarts Pink Dollar PoSSy, a collection of 
winter grinders who rallied around the obvious demographic. Recalls 
co-founder Elias Lamm, “Casey Pflispen and I had been riding with each 
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Top: Elias Lamm. Bottom: Devi Gupta. Photos by Mike Yoshida 


other for years...not as closely, though, until we found out we were both 
gay. Then, the Pink Dollar PoSSy was born.” 

The name of the group, which has since its inception grown (and 
continues to grow), was intended as reverse cultural appropriation. 
“Pink Dollar PoSSy’ is sort of supposed to be ironic,” explains the afore- 
mentioned other-co-founder, Casey Pflipsen. “You know how big compa- 
nies just capitalize on the ‘Pink Dollar’ by queer bating and marketing 
towards us claiming to be ‘inclusive’ just so we buy their product? By 
naming ourselves the Pink Dollar Po$Sy, it’s a way to say we're here to 
take back that Pink Dollar.” 

Of course, there’s a simpler, more-shred-oriented aspect to the name, 
too. “Т really like to just think of ourselves as a crew, a crew of queer 
snowboarders,” continues Pflipsen, “but we are also sort of a snowboard 
video production crew. And we are also a brand. So it’s really hard to put 
a label on us, just like it’s hard to put queers into a box.” 

That label-breaking was made manifest with a Pink Dollar PoSSy In- 
ternet video entitled “Performance,” a wild hybrid of tricks and bloopers 
and get-used-to-it ‘tood that demonstrates, where snowboarding is con- 
cerned, wusses, regardless of sexuality, need not apply. Also on display 
are the crew’s imagination and resourcefulness as they transform vari- 
ous ivory powdered Twin Cities locales into downright-MacGyver-esque 
half-pipes, ramps, and crash pads without the padding. 

The video's release confirmed the Pink Dollar PoS$y's commitment 
to the Art of Board, so, naturally, Snowboy Productions’ rainbow decals 
began a beautiful friendship between that organization and the PoSSy. 
“[The DUH Stickers] were a hit, everyone was stoked on them,” Pflipsen 
says. “When I see those DUH stickers on the hill it makes me so happy 
to see allies showing their support.” 

The alliance rolled along, growing like a cartoon snowball as it did: 
Snowboy Productions approached the Pink Dollar Ро$$у about filming 
the adventures of the LGBTQ snowboarders over the course of Snow- 
boy’s twenty-fifth season, turning those adventures into a promotional 
film. “Of course we said, “Yes,” reports Pflipsen. 

DUH The Movie was the result, having been featured on Snowboy’s 
Youtube channel on November 8th of this year...but the rolling cartoon 
snowball will reach its grandest diameter as DUH The Event, “a two-day 


gathering of LGBTQ snowboarders and allies 
from around the country in a celebration of 
creativity, expression, community and love,” ac- 
cording to its invitation. 

DUH The Event is set to take place on De- 
cember 8th and 9th. 

That first day will be a private affair filled 
with the PoSSy and their friends committing 
their acrobatic mayhem to film. As for Day 2, 
Marsha Hovey, Marketing Director of this hap- 
pening’s epicenter, Dresser, Wisconsin-based 
Trollhaugen, reports: “DUH The Event is invite 
only during the hours of 10am and 3pm [on De- 
cember 9th] and will gather some of the biggest 
names in street snowboarding for a photo and 
video shoot that will get the world stoked.” 

But the general populace will have their 
moment in the chilly sun, as well. “Following 
Friday's private photo session, DUH The Event's 
terrain park build will be open to the public with 
a special community gathering hosted by Pink 
Dollar PoSSy and Lavender Magazine,” Hovey 


announces. “The Happiest Hour at Trollhaugen will take place from 3pm 
to 6pm with giveaways, magazines, and more.” 

This part of the happening will smoosh the PoSSy into its fan base 
like two mittened hands forming a snowball. “We have received noth- 
ing but love from our LGBTQ snowboard community,” Casey Pflipsen 
exults. “And from the snowboard community in general, I feel like we 
haven’t received much pushback other than the few negative comments 
on social media. Other than that, it’s all love.” 

These loves—from fans to athletes and from athletes to fans-will 
combine to form a different kind of masterpiece. “We love and appreciate 
all of the support and have no time for haters,” proclaims Elias Lamm. 
“We have a group of amazing humans that are living to create this work 
of art. Our brushes will never run dry, and we are determined to be 
ungoverned by society and the industry." H 


DUH The Event 
www.instagram.com/pinkdollarpossy 
www.trollhaugen.com 
www.snowboyproductions.com 
www.youtube.com/watch ?v=P2ziBqOULOM&t=1 76s 
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SNOWY SEASON 


in Cook County, Minnesota 


BY SUSAN SWAVELY 


With Winter right around the corner, Minnesotans might be 
asking themselves for some of the best attractions of the snowy 
season. The search is over: look no further than Cook County, 
Minnesota! Brimming with natural beauty, and full of delightful 
activities, Cook County is the perfect place to visit during the 
warm and cold months, but the winter holds a magical charm 
found nowhere else on earth. 


Cook County is packed with exciting things to do, including one of the biggest attractions of the 
area: the Lutsen Mountains. These mountains are a jaw-dropping sight to behold, with 1,088 feet of 
vertical rise, nearly double that of any other Midwest resort, ninety-five runs, sweeping over four 
mountains, for skiing or snowboarding, and an average annual snowfall of ten feet. Cook County is 
actually home to the largest network of cross-country ski trails in North America, as well, if that’s 
more your speed. Cross-country ski through the gorgeous, peaceful Superior National Forest, or in 
and around the Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilderness. Another exhilarating activity to enjoy in 
the area is following one of the 450 miles of snowmobiling trails. From your snow mobile, you can 
explore the beauty and solitude of the wilderness, as well as see the stunning views of Lake Superior. 
Interested in a more stationary activity, but with all the same satisfaction? 
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Come inland to one of Cook County’s many 
frozen lakes for ice fishing. There you can reel 
in trophy-sized lake trout, walleye, northern 
pike, and crappies. Snowshoe across the pristine 
snow (an average of 120 inches annually) and 
enjoy the activities and sights of the beautiful 
outdoors, and then finish off your day at one of 
the cozy local coffee shops, breweries, or restau- 
rants, with a freshly caught fish dinner. Booking 
a visit to a local sauna is also a wonderful way to 
practice hygge (a Danish word, pronounced hoo- 


Continue on page 20 
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gah), which celebrates the ritual of relaxation and life's other simple pleasures of warmth, community 
with loved ones, and fire. 

Cook County, Minnesota has more to offer than fun activities, it's also one of the most beautiful 
places on the planet. With magnificent views, Cook County boasts ideal winter conditions much lon- 
ger than the rest of the state. Snowfall usually beginning in early November, and the white blanket 
covers the ground until mid-April. Cook County has been described as a real-life Narnia, with the 
Superior National Forest being a truly breathtaking sight in the winter, a picturesque tableau with its 
fresh coat of snow and sea smoke dancing off of the nearby frozen lake. 

Visitors will also be delighted to spot a moose, which is almost impossible to find anywhere else 
in the state, or another striking wildlife. Foxes, coyotes, and wolves also inhabit the wilderness, and 
their dark fur is especially stark against the ocean of white snow carpeting the earth. The sights don't 
stop at the lovely snow on the ground, however, or the animals who leave tracks in it. For another 
magical view, simply look up to see one of the darkest skies in the world. 
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The Boundary Waters Canoe Area Wilder- 
ness is a certified International Dark Sky Sanc- 
tuary, one of only fifteen in the entire world, and 
with over a million acres of heavens to gaze, it 
is the largest. Facing into the vastness of space 
with such a clear view allows visitors to see 
the Milky Way Galaxy, incredible meteors, and 
countless constellations, all in the soft quietness 
of winter. The crowned jewel of the skies, how- 
ever, would have to be Cook County's view of the 
Northern Lights, an powerful, moving sight like 
no other, and a common bucket list item. 

Cook County perfectly balances the charm 
of a small town with open-minded and friendly 
locals. LGBTQ visitors are welcomed with open 
arms all times of the year. It is the perfect inter- 
section of serenity and peace, while also manag- 
ing to buzz with activities and events, including 
the Dark Sky Festival, a celebration of Cook 
County's world-class dark sky and a lineup of 
presentations and activities. NASA is set to pres- 
ent “From Iceland to the Moon: Working with 
NASA Scientists and Astronauts in the Land 
of Fire and Ice" on December 8th, at Gunflint 
Lodge, and “Building on Apollo and Preparing 
for Artemis with NASA's Lunar Reconnaissance 
Orbiter" on December 10th, at the Grand Marais 
Art Colony's Studio 21. 

Cook County also is excited to have several 
other fun events, like Holiday Art Underground, 
which hosts local artists’ hand-made pottery, 
jewelry, woodcuts, and more, every Thursday- 
Saturday from November 25th-December 31st, 
and a Culture Crawl, hosted by Cook County 
Historical Society/Historic Cook County on De- 
cember 2nd and 30th. Many more events can be 
found on the Visit Cook County website events 
page, www.visitcookcounty.com/events. 

Enjoy yourself this winter: treat yourself to 


the dazzling marvels and thrilling happenings of 
Cook County, Minnesota! H 
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LEVELING UP YOUR 
HOLIDAY DECOR 


BY AURORA SMITH 


It’s officially December, which means — if 
you haven’t already — it’s time to decorate for 
the holidays! 


Do you have your go-to boxes of decorations but are perhaps wondering 
if you’re missing something (like safety precautions)? Or are you new to 
decorating and not sure where to start? 

We chatted with Kevin Milton, who’s a Business Development Manager 
by day but has a side gig as a very successful Holiday Consultant, to bring 
you essential tips and tricks for the season’s holiday decor. 


START WITH SAFETY 
Lights 


“Safety is key,” says Kevin. He begins by encouraging folks to “own your 
age” because “I have read too many articles, year after year, about seniors 
getting up on ladders and falling... don’t be afraid to ask neighbors and 
friends to help. It’s better to ask for help than to be in the hospital.” 

Regardless of age, if you feel unsteady on a ladder or on your roof, don’t 
push it. Ask for help! 

Similarly, don’t wait for the snow to fall to finally find your holiday spirit. 
Every year emergency rooms in the Minneapolis area report falls, sprains, 
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and broken limbs thanks to folks waiting for the first snow to decorate — in 
icy and slippery conditions. 

Big box stores especially have their lights on sale early, so don’t wait. 

“Put up with getting chastised by some neighbors (‘It’s a little too early, 
isn’t it?). Watch them struggle in the snow while you're watching from your 
living room window,” says Kevin. 

Kevin continues that you don’t have to plug your lights in right away; 
just install them and light them up whenever you want. 

As a bonus, Kevin adds, “Early holiday light installations can help deco- 
rate and illuminate your yard for other seasons, like Halloween.” 

Choose solid color Halloween lights when that holiday approaches, then 
simply change out the blow molds and plug in the other colors for when 
Christmas comes around. 


Cords, Wiring, and Electricity 
Make sure to only use grounded electrical cords outside. Remember: 
standard two-plug cables are for indoor use only. 


Continue on page 24 
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А GFCI receptacle (your breaker) will snap the second moisture gets 
into an unused port. 

“If you use a 3-way extension cord, for instance, and only use two of the 
three plug-ins, place an electrical cap over the unused port," says Kevin. 

Also, make sure your cords are off the ground, away from animals who 
might want to chew on them, and not near any downspouts or waterways. 

Got a hand-me-down tree or set of lights that you just can't let go of? 
Enjoy, but be careful. 

“I know some decorations have sentimental meanings," says Kevin, 
"But some old decorations are dangerous. A fire is not worth holding on to 
grandma's old tree and lights." 

That doesn't mean you have to toss all of grandma's vintage items, how- 
ever. 

“I try to find a middle ground between ‘negotiating’ old decorations and 
adding appropriate ‘new vintage’ ornaments,” says Kevin. “I look at tree 
installations like doing a painting: one needs to start with a steady, clean 
canvas. Same with decorating. The tree must be free of hazards and up to 
code before the decorations are added. A house cannot be built on a shaky 
foundation." 


CONSULTING HOW TO LEVEL UP YOUR 
HOLIDAY DECOR 


What Kevin Provides 

Kevin is a Holiday Consultant, which means he doesn't get up on lad- 
ders to light residential exteriors. Instead, he focuses on outdoor holiday 
projects, though, “the indoor tree installations I will design and decorate 
myself." 

“A holiday tree should tell your story, your family's, or your business's 
story," says Kevin. “I like to ask questions about the person, family, or busi- 
ness and, more importantly, what they like and want to accomplish. I ask 
things such as: if they're having a holiday party, have young kids, animals, 
and of course, I ask to see what they have currently for decorations." 

Kevin's main goal is to repurpose someone's existing decorations so 
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they can become a safer, manageable expression of their holiday spirit. He 
not only looks for fraying wires or if a tree is falling apart; he uses a fresh 
eye to help families see new ideas with the materials they already have. 

Other decorations include designs that complement an existing room, 
and some designs might be more conservative. For example, he once deco- 
rated a 15-foot tree at the mall and kept it simply multi-colored. 


Decor Shopping and Decorating Tips 

Kevin's biggest tip? Don't wait for the holiday season. 

“Pick out what you like during the season, but wait till after Christmas 
to get it, or better yet, wait for the Christmas-in-July sales," advises Kevin. 
“Why buy at the top price when 50% or more off is available?" 

He encourages people to place a reminder in their calendars to start 
shopping online in July. It may seem odd, but lights and decorations are 
definitely cheaper in the off season. 

For example, “I have a former client that knew enough to reach out to 
me over the summer. I found the perfect new artificial tree online," con- 
firms Kevin. “People need to know that holiday vendors/suppliers are beg- 
ging for money during the off season." 

Another tip? Don't ignore the big box stores. 

"People will ask where I purchased supplies, and the answers often 
surprise them," says Kevin. *Many big box stores have incredible vendor 
lines/decorations exclusively on their online platforms." 

So if you perhaps missed scoring discounts this year, set your calendar 
reminders now, and get ready to start thinking about Christmas next July. 

And if you need help, reach out to Kevin. 

“My holiday motto is: ‘Know thy client and arrive at their endgame.’ 


Give their project a voice, a vision, and bring the installation to fruition.” H 
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LOCAL ART THRIVES AT STILLWATER 
ART GUILD GALLERY 


BY GABRIELLE REEDER 


“We don’t sell art. Art sells itself. We are just 
there to help you make decisions in purchas- 
ing the art that you like,” the owner of Stillwa- 
ter Art Guild Gallery, Bob Lyksett, said. 


Lyksett's Artistic Background 

Lyksett's adoration for art blossomed because of a high school year- 
book photography class. He explained he enrolled in the yearbook program 
to get an easy A, with no intention of a lifelong fondness for the art form. 

“I am a textbook example of taking an easy class. [The teacher] gave 
me the camera and said, here you're going to be the photographer. I had no 
idea how to use it," Lyksett admitted. “My father was a photographer. He 
showed me how to use it. That's how my career began." 

Lyksett's followed up his illustrious high school yearbook experience 
by enrolling at Weber State University, where he earned a bachelor's de- 
gree in photography. For grad school, he attended Utah State and majored 
in Fine Arts. Lyksett tapped into his formal education and embarked on a 
profession as a professional sports photographer before he packed up the 
mountain state and relocated to Minnesota. 


Stillwater Stands Out 

Stillwater Art Guild Gallery is the only art gallery in Stillwater, Min- 
nesota. 

The gallery opens doors to the public at 12 p.m. and shutters doors at 
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5 p.m. daily. Lyksett allows and encourages drop-ins and appointments at 
Stillwater. For appointments, call the gallery and pick a suitable time. Delin- 
eate if you would prefer Lyksett or another artist to direct the appointment. 
If you browse the website and find a piece of art that speaks to you, you can 
contact the artist, ask questions about the work or schedule a meeting or 
appointment with them about the specific work. 


Continue on page 28 
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JOIN OUR 
TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 
self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


BUY TWO GET ONE FREE! 


е 1933 *Sale Starts today and ends December 23rd or while supplies last 


Milwuakee power tools, packouts, hand and power tools accessories IN STOCK ONLY. 


Enjoy beautiful Fine Art the way it should be 
enjoyed, in the historic Sawmill Building at the 
north end of town, 402 N. Main Street Stillwater, MN 
651-689-0149 artguildgallery.com 


Building & asue 


The best value in professional remodeling 


IS YOUR 
KITCHEN 


READY FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS? 


“Experience 
Res ults 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Over 20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense 
Employment Law 


One Main St. SE, Suite 206 e Minneapolis 


(612) 822-0865 
www.jerryaburg.com 


WWW.CASTLEBRI.COM 


MN BC005657 
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“We have 90 artists, and they are all local artists from the area, not just 
specifically Stillwater City, you know, White Bear and Hudson. Everybody 
is juried to get in. They go through a process to be accepted. That enables 
us to have high-quality art,” Lyksett continues, explaining the gallery’s 
hope for growth and expansion. 

Stillwater Art Guild Gallery currently provides temporary homes to 
pottery, acrylic paintings, oil paintings, abstract art, jewelry, photography, 
collages and larger statement pieces, offering art for every art appreciator. 

Each art admirer has different tastes and preferences, as art is a subjec- 
tive medium of expression, Lyksett said. 

“You can’t force art down somebody’s throat. It’s not Ford and Chevy. 
My car is better than your car. Buy mine instead of that car. You can’t do 
that with art,” Lyksett explained what works for one investor might not 
work for another. 

Due to art’s subjective nature, Stillwater Art Guild Gallery attracts inte- 
rior designers from all over Minnesota, as well as art collectors and those 
just looking to adorn their homes or offices with striking work. The gallery 
prides itself on fostering homes for individualistic and unique pieces, all 
from local artists. 


Why Keep Art Local? 

“You’re investing in a local business person's future and their career. 
There’s a lot of good art to be found online, yes, from all around the country 
or the world. But it’s rather amazing at the high quality of art that’s offered 
in really, probably any local market for a local audience,” Lyksett shared. 
“As opposed to, like I say, going online. You find what the local artists cre- 
ate has the flavor of the community.” 

Lyksett discovered this revelation during his first years in the Twin 
Cities. 
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He joined the Stillwater Gallery as a member to nurse his passion and 
soon he progressed to a co-owner of the gallery. Before he understood his 
role in the Minnesota artist community, he encountered an artistic shock. 
One that challenged his artistic identity. 

“For me, a photographer who is used to shooting beautiful, tall moun- 
tains and sunsets and sunrises, and trees. I came out here, and at first, I 


had a hard time. So I was putting up pictures in the gallery of moun- 
tains and things, and I found that people were not interested [in that] 
around here. People actually want art, pictures images, if they’re look- 
ing for a landscape, of the local area,” Lyksett told Lavender Magazine. 
“By dealing with a local artist, you’re getting local flavor, you’re getting 
local passion and you're getting local individuality.” 

Flash forward a few years, and Lyksett is the sole owner of Stillwa- 
ter Art Guild Gallery. 


Artwork Acceptance into Stillwater Gallery 

Every artist interested in placing their work at Stillwater Gallery 
undergoes a rigorous examination of previous and current work by 
"two or three established artists who have been professional artists in 
the past, if not currently." 

Amongst his role directing Stillwater, Lyksett takes a seat on the 
art commission and helps decide which art gains access to his gallery 
and which art belongs to a different art hall. 

“I have been told so many times by people that come in that this is 
such a gem, in this little town. So I'm just trying to get the word out. 
We're a really nice gallery. We really are. And I travel to a lot of galler- 
ies around the country and South Lake Tahoe, Park City, Utah, high 
dollar galleries and stuff, and I would dare say we can compete with 
some of those galleries as far as the quality of a lot of our art,” Lyksett 
said. H 


Stillwater Art Guild Gallery 
402 Main St., Stillwater 

(651] 689-0149 
www.artguildgallery.com 


Make sure your business, organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 


PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide featuring 
LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, Organizations 
and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 7, 2022 
Published: December 29, 2022 


| 1 


Call 612-436-4660 äreserve your space today. 


‘ROOFING 

WINDOWS: 
*SIDING 

xSNOW / ICE 


612-508-9396 response 


* * * xx 


RendaTheRoofer@gmail.com 
Our mission is to ... “Be of Service” 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 29 


OUR 


| OUR RIDES 


One can talk about doing anything your heart 
desires. However, one must experience it fully. 


In our case, we can now add living with — and in — a Recreational 
Vehicle to that list. 

Earlier this year, we gave you a primer on living the RV life and how it 
has grown over the past few years. We heard from you about your experi- 
ences with your RV and those who were interested in experiencing one. 
We also heard from GoRVing.com and they loved our article. 

They loved it so much, they arranged for us to take in the full experi- 
ence. What transpired was a series of events that landed us with a Win- 
nebago Solis to use for the weekend down in Clear Lake, Iowa. 

We met our camper van down at Winnebago’s Visitors Center in For- 
est City, Iowa. The Solis starts out life as a Ram ProMaster van. They se- 
lect vans with a 159-inch wheelbase equipped with the high roof. There 
are two lengths for the Solis: 19 feet, 9 inches in the 59P model or a full 
21-foot model for the 59PX model. Either version of the Solis allows for 
an interior height of six-foot-three-inches. 

From there, we took the short drive down to the Oakwood RV Park 
near Clear Lake for two nights of RV living and relaxation. 

We got the 59PX model, which not only has the longer body - it has 
an air conditioning unit and a few extras not found on the “smaller” mod- 
el. You do get a lot on board, such as an on-board generation for electrical 
power, plus an external electrical socket, water, sewer, and brown water 
ports, a propane stove, refrigerator, and a shower/toilet unit. 

The Murphy Bed folds down from the side to accommodate two ау- 
erage-sized adults. There is a pop-up tent-like section that can sleep two 
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more. You access the upper bunks by a ladder. The “dining room” set 
features two bucket seats along with the two seats from the cab of the 
van swiveling to face the portable table. For privacy, you can put up the 
shades over the van’s cab windows, along with zipping up the shades for 
the windows all around. 

The Solis is very well equipped with plenty of portability. It is best en- 
joyed for a solo adventurer - or, a couple. If you want to be adventurous, 
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bring another two along to sleep up in the pop-up loft. 

The Oakwood RV Park is not part of the adjacent Clear Lake State 
Park. This park is privately-owned and operated with a friendly couple 
who runs it from mid-April to mid-October. There are long-term park 
users, but your open spot had access to water, electricity, and a sewer 
hookup. You also have a picnic table just outside your space. 

If you choose, you get access to a “bathhouse,” which is an enlarged 
bathroom. There are two showers, along with toilets for each gender. If 
you choose to use these, Га pick a time when they are empty to take care 
of what you need to do. 

You do have the availability to get water from the outside tap. Make 
sure you have the water hose to connect to the port inside. Oh, and fol- 
low the grid at the water panel to make sure you have enough for your 
adventure. 

The park itself offers not much in amenities. However, you can come 
and go during your stay. Some folks bring their car along with their RV. 
In our case, we only have the Winnebago Solis. 

One thing we found at the RV Park is how many people stay there for 
a longer term. The park is open from April until mid-October every year 
and they have several sites set up for those long-term users. There are 
some RV Parks across the country that are open year-round for campers 
to find a permanent site to stay through the winter 

Whether it is a Class A coach or towable trailer, these RVers certainly 
made themselves at home. It reinforces the idea we discussed back in 
March on how living the RV experience can be an alternative to home 
life. 

Part of the RV Life is to explore the surroundings are nearby the 
camp site. In the case of our Winnebago Solis, it is easy to unhook from 
the site and drive it into town or other places nearby. We were just a few 
miles from the center of Clear Lake and Mason City where we could 
drive to either an attraction or two - or, to get supplies. 

What Clear Lake is known for is the Surf Ballroom and the events 
of February 3, 1959. The night before, Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and 
The Big Bopper performed at the Surf as an extra date on their Midwest 
tour called the Winter Dance Party. Due to heating problems in their 
tour bus, as well as the cold temperatures the entire party were dealing 
with on their tour, Holly chartered a plane to get the headliners up to 
their next tour stop in Moorhead. 

A moment after takeoff, the plane crashed into a nearby cornfield. 
There is a memorial set up at the crash site. The Surf continues as a 
music venue today, while retaining most of its late 1950s charm. There’s 
plenty of dining in the center of Clear Lake, as well. 

Crossing over Interstate 35 into Mason City, you can check out a place 
where Frank Lloyd Wright and Meredith Wilson intersect. Wright’s first 


Prairie Home resides near the center of town, whereas you can check 
out at the 27-room boutique hotel the famous architect designed. 

Meredith Wilson’s Music Man was conceived in this town. You can 
visit the musical’s inspiration at Wilson’s boyhood home and the indoor 
Music Man Square — both located right in the heart of Mason City. 

After you're done exploring, it's a simple re-hooking up of the electri- 
cal, making sure your toilet cartridge is not full, and you have plenty of 
water in your tank before you settle down for the evening. 

Since we're in the winter months, it is never too early to plan your RV 
adventure. RV Parks at the more popular destinations will fill up before 
spring comes round. Get your reservations for the prime spots early. 
That also includes getting your RV ready to go on your adventure. 


Rather, choosing your RV wisely. The Solis may be great for a solo 
traveler or couple looking for compact RV to explore off the grid in, but 
some of us might want a bit more room. A Class C RV is a great compro- 
mise between a van conversion and a full-sized coach. In fact, Winnebago 
still makes the Minnie Winnie — the RV that changed the industry some 
45-plus years ago. 

While we wait out winter, think about the fun you can have in an RV 
come next spring. Your home away from home can provide some of the 
best memories you can have. I 


LAVENDERMAGAZINECOM 31 


D^^O|'931J09[2 UPJ AY DOOASIDO 


Community Connection brings 
visibility to local LGBTQ-friendly 
non-profit organizations. 
To reserve your listing in 
Community Connection, email 


advertising@lavendermagazine.com. 


ADOPTION & FOSTER CARE 
MN ADOPT 


Finding families and providing information, 


education, and support to Minnesota 
Adoptive, Foster and Kinship communities. 
2446 University Ave. W., Ste. 104 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 861-7115, (866) 303-6276 
info@mnadopt.org 

www.mnadopt.org 


ANIMAL RESCUE 

Second Chance Animal Rescue 
Dedicated to rescuing, fostering, caring 
for, and adopting out dogs and cats into 
forever homes. 

P.O. Box 10533 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

(651) 771-5662 
www.secondchancerescue.org 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 
Quorum 

Minnesota's LGBTQ+ and Allied 
Chamber of Commerce working to 
build, connect, and strengthen for a 
diverse business community. 

2446 University Ave. W., Ste 112 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(612) 460-8153 

www. twincitiesquorum.com 


CASINOS 


Mystic Lake Casino Hotel 

Nonstop gaming excitement with 
slots, blackjack, bingo and more plus 
distinctive bars and restaurants. 

2400 Mystic Lake Blvd. 

Prior Lake, MN 55372 

(800) 262-7799 

www.mysticlake.com 


EDUCATION 

Northwestern Health Sciences 
University 

Natural healthcare degrees and 
certificates in acupuncture/Chinese 
Medicine, chiropractic, message therapy, 
and B.S. completion. 

2501 W. 84th St. 

Bloomington, MN 55431-1599 

(952) 885-5409 

www.nwhealth.edu 


EVENT VENUES 

Landmark Center 

A classic venue, with a grand cortile and 
beautiful courtrooms, accommodates 
celebrations of all sizes. 

75 W. Sth St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 292-3228 
www.landmarkcenter.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

The Aliveness Project 

Community Center for individuals living 
with HIV/AIDS - on-site meals, food shelf, 
and supportive services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) 

www.aliveness.org 


Family Tree Clinic 

We're a sliding fee sexual health 
clinic and education center, now in 
Minneapolis. 

919 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis MN 55403 

612) 473-0800 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


Hope House of St. Croix Valley 
Providing people experiencing life- 
changing health challenges access to 
compassionate care respecting their 
dignity & choices. 

5 N. Everett St. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

651) 351-0907 
www.hopehousescv.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer support 
groups for people affected by mental 
illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 

www.namihelps.org 


Rainbow Health Minnesota 

Rainbow Health provides comprehensive 
health services for LGBTQ+ people, 
people living with HIV, and folks from 
underserved communities. 

2700 Territorial Rd. W. 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

General: (612) 341-2060 

MN AIDSLine: (612) 373-2437 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


Red Door Clinic 

Sexual health care for all people. Get 
confidential tests & treatment in a safe, 
caring setting. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 

Minneapolis, MN 55415 

(612) 543-5555 

reddoor@hennepin.us 
www.reddoorclinic.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
Radio K 

Radio K is the award-winning student- 
run radio station of the University of 
Minnesota. 

330 21st. Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Create your own adventure at MNHS 
historic sites and museums around 
Minnesota. 

mnhs.org 


The Bakken Museum 

Exhibits and programs to inspire a 
passion for innovation through science, 
technology, and the humanities. 

3537 Zenith Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55418 

(612) 926-3878 

www.thebakken.org 


Walker Art Center 

Showcasing the fresh, innovative art of 
today and tomorrow through exhibitions, 
performances, and film screenings. 

725 Vineland PI. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 375-7600 

www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Chanhassen Dinner Theaters 
The nation's largest professional 
dinner theater and Minnesota's own 
entertainment destination. 

501 W. 78th St. 

Chanhassen, MN 55317 

(952) 934-1525 
www.ChanhassenDT.com 


Lyric Arts Main Street Stage 

Theater with character. Comedies, 
musicals, & dramas in a professional, 
intimate setting where all are welcomed. 
420 E. Main St. 

Anoka, MN 55303 

(763) 422-1838 

info@lyricarts.org 

www.lyricarts.org 


Minnesota Opera 

World-class opera draws you into a 
synthesis of beauty; breathtaking music, 
stunning costumes & extraordinary sets. 
Performances at the Ordway Music 
Theater - 345 Washington St., St. Paul, MN 
55102 

(612) 333-6669 

www.mnopera.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Vänskä, the 
Minnesota Orchestra, one of America's 
leading symphony orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 371-5656, (BOO) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Leading performing arts center with two 
stages presenting Broadway musicals, 
concerts and educational programs that 
enrich diverse audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-4222 
info@ordway.orgwww.ordway.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus building 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
1430 W. 28th St., Ste. B 

Minneapolis, MN 55408 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Hennepin Avenue United Methodist 
Church 

Everyone is welcome at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Community. Bold Outreach. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 
www.hennepinchurch.org 


Plymouth Congregational Church 
Many Hearts, One Song; Many Hands, One 
Church. Find us on Facebook and Twitter. 
1900 Nicollet Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. Wherever 
you are on your faith journey, St Mark's 
welcomes you. 

519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 

www.ourcathedral.org 


Westminster Presbyterian Church 

An open and affirming congregation, 
welcoming persons of all sexual orientations, 
gender expressions and identities. 

1200 Marquette Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 332-3421 

www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Service of MN 
Serving all Minnesotans with person- 
centered services that promote full and 
abundant lives. 

Issmn.org | 612-642-5990 | 800-582-5260 
Adoption & Foster Care | 
welcome@chlss.org 

Behavioral Health | 612-879-5320 

Host Homes | hosthomesGlssmn.org 
Supported Decision-Making | 
888-806-6844 

Therapeutic Foster Care | 612-751-9395 


YOUTH 

Face to Face 

Supports youth ages 11-24 with 
healthcare, mental health services 
& basic needs services for youth 
experiencing homelessness. 
1165 Arcade St. 

St. Paul, MN 55106 

(651) 772-5555 
admin@face2face.org 
www.face2face.org 


The Bridge for Youth 

Emergency shelter, crisis intervention, and 
resources for youth currently or at risk of 
experiencing homelessness. 

1111 W. 22nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-8800 or text (612) 400-7233 
www.bridgeforyouth.org 


QUEERSPACE collective 

Creating space for LGBTQ+ to feel safe 
and empowered to be their true selves 
through mentorship. 

Minneapolis, MN 
info@queerspacecollective.org 
queerspacecollective.org 


THE NETWORK 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


REAL ESTATE 


Locally Owned & 
. Operated Since 1950 


Estimates Tam-4:30pm • All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Warranty 
28th & Lyndale Ave. S, Mpls • 612-872-6671 


TEAM 


Lavender Media is seeking to add a Twin Cities- 
based full time Account Executive to our sales 
team. We are looking for an outgoing, 
organized, self-driven & motivated professional 
with excellent phone, writing and presentation 
skills. Candidates should enjoy working directly 
with clients who are interested in growing their 
business through Lavender advertising and event 
sponsorships. Candidates must be local. 


Includes base pay + commission and an 
employee benefits package that includes group 
health, dental, life insurance and LTD. 


Applicants should have experience with Mac 
software environment, Excel, Word, social media 
platforms & database software such as Filemaker 

Pro. They should exhibit an elevated level of 

organization, attention to detail, the ability to 
work as part of a team, effective communication, 

self direction, enjoys working with new people 
and has a natural drive to grow. 


Please send your cover letter and resume to 
Stephen Rocheford, President & CEO. 
stephen.rocheford@lavendermagazine.com 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
• weight loss 
cardio training 


• women and 
senior fitness 


» muscle mass 
and strength 


COLDWELL BANKER 


nwa (keina ‚com 


HOME SERVIGES 


MATT's TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & R REMOVALS 


Residential & Commercial Services 
SA Certified A 1 Staff 


Credit: eran pem 
Office: 612-706-8210 


М у WALKER 


REALTY Live Well. Invest Wisely. 


LAUNERT 


612-802-2527 * malindalaunert.com 


Serving the community for 25+ years! gagu m 


Advertise your business in 


THE NETWORK 
Call 612-436-4698 


GUN SHOPS 


Were in ir [gator 
Bill's Gun Shop & Range 


Ола Pidel 


Robbinsdale - Circle Pines - Baxter - Hudson - Fargo 


763.535.4788 


davina@davinabaldwin.com 


6262 Boone Ave. N. 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 


AUTO | HOME | LIFE | HEALTH | BUSINESS 


Davina M. Baldwin 


SPECIALIZING IN: 
* Auto - Home * Life 
* Relocations to the 

Twin Cities area 


State Farm Insurance 


www.johnarens.net 
john@arensagency.com | 


Make sure your business, 
organization or event is part of 


LAVENDER'S 


PRIDE PAGES! 


Minnesota’s annual LGBTQ+ guide 
featuring LGBTQ-friendly Businesses, 
Organizations and Wedding Resources. 


Deadline: December 7, 2022 
Published: December 29, 2022 


Call 612-436-4660 


to speak with a Sales Executive 
and reserve your space today. 
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Is There LGBTQ Culture? 


Do we as LGBTQ people have a community 
and a history? Do we have a culture? You'll find 
the answer by looking at what society consid- 
ers a community, a culture, and a history. 

What is a community? In its simplest terms 
it’s a group of like-minded people who gather 
to celebrate and care for their members, and at 
times to fight for the rights of that community. 
It might be faith-based as in a religious com- 
munity. It might be based on race. It might be 
based on ethnicity, like indigenous communi- 
ties or Irish or Italian. Many communities have 
faced discrimination in U.S. And if you have any 
wonder if LGBTQ people are a community, all 
you have to ask yourself is: when I came out to 
myself, didn't I try to find like minded people? 

What about history? History is defined by 
Merriam Webster as “by the branch of knowl- 
edge dealing with past events." Dictionary. com 
defines it as "the aggregate of past events. the 
record of past events and times, especially in 
connection with the human race. a past no- 
table for its important, unusual, or interesting 
events: acts, ideas, or events that will or can 
shape the course of the future." 

There are many LGBTQ 
throughout history. Alexander the Great, 
Queen Christina of Sweden, Baron Wilhelm 


individuals 
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Von Steuben, Oscar Wilde, leaders of the civil 
rights movement like Bayard Rustin or the suf- 
frage movement like Jane Addams. Other his- 
torical LGBTQ individuals fought for LGBTQ 
equality and the change in society for marriage 
equality. So we certainly have a history. 

How about our culture? Culture is mostly 
defined as “the customs, arts, social institu- 
tions, and achievements of a particular nation, 
people, or other social group.” That is usually 
derived by the history of our community which 
we discussed above. Think of such artists as 
Michelangelo, Mercedes de Acosta, Andy 
Warhol, and Gladys Bentley, or fighters for 
our rights like Dr. Magnus Hirschfeld, Alice B. 
Toklas, and Marsha P. Johnson, or authors like 
Oscar Wilde, E.M. Forster, and James Baldwin. 

Like other communities, members of our 
community share our culture with others. 
While Michelangelo was Catholic, he was also 
gay, so why should only Catholics celebrate 
him as one of their own? Greeks take pride in 
Alexander the Great, so should we. And Von 
Steuben is celebrated by Germans, especially 
German Americans as a member of their com- 
munity, but he was also part of our community, 
and as an American hero, he is the best exam- 
ple of why the silence of our history continues 


to make us invisible, and keep us as outsiders. 
We have continually denied our history and our 
community’s place in history. 

That shared history, culture and commu- 
nity has enriched you and I in many ways you 
might not be aware of. In recent memory if 
you were LGBTQ you couldn’t be a doctor or 
lawyer. Other communities were discriminated 
against similarly; for example, Jews at one time 
also were denied entry to Law Schools. It’s part 
of learned Jewish history, and it should be part 
of ours as well. Everything, from the fights 
for marriage, joining the military, spousal in- 
heritance rights, and adoption rights, from 
our wonderful museums and libraries, clinics, 
youth programs, community centers, art exhib- 
its and even our pride parades should be part of 
what we celebrate. We are rich in culture, his- 
tory, and most importantly, community. I 


Mark Segal is an American journalist. He is the 
founder and publisher of Philadelphia Gay News 
and has won numerous journalism awards for his 
column “Mark My Words,” including best column 
by The National Newspaper Association, Suburban 
Newspaper Association and The Society of Profes- 
sional Journalists. 
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ee ПАМЕМОЕНС 


FIRST 
THURSDAYS 


Buy A Drink. Make A Connection. Have Fun. 


Join Lavender and our host partners, Ма ат and Quorum 


eat «drink xbowl* party 


PARK TAVERN 
3401 Louisiana Ave. S. 
St. Louis Park 


PRESENTED BY: 


TRULY ` 


HARD SELTZER 
ran m a Че ee 


TWIN CITIES LGBTQ-- HAPPY HOUR 


COME AS YOU ARE - NO DRESS CODE 


Enjoy complimentary light appetizers, drink specials, and a chance to register to win great prizes! 
Register for FREE at LavenderMedia.eventbrite.com or just show up. 


Schneiderman's 


FURNITURE 


Lakeville Plymouth Roseville Woodbury Coon Rapids Duluth 
952.435.3399 763.551.3544 651.655.7042 651.730.0321 763.2191556 218.725.2302 


schneidermans.com 


